


Day Hikes Near the Giia Visitor Center 
on Fedaraf and Slate Land 

CONTACTS: GHa Vfeitof Canter; 575-536-9461 
GKa National Fore$t, V^klamess Ranger District Office: 575-536-2250 

Hew fi^exico Oepartroent of Gsmm and Fish. Southwest Area Office: 57§-532'2100 

Wi^ over 400 miles of trails in t^e GMa Wildemess and on New Mexico D^ariment of Game 
and Fish land, it Is hard to know where to start The following day hike descriptions offier an 
introductk)n to the area. Detailed maps are availabte for purchase at the VrsHor Center and 
Forest Offices. Please pack out all trash. SAFETY NOTE: Befone starting any hH<e. check 
current weather and rhmr conditiwis. Many of these hikes require travel through nanow 
canyons or include liver crossings that can be extremely dangermjs at times of high water. 8e 
prepared for diar^'ng conditions, and always take plenty of drinking water. 

Day HIkee #1 • 3 begin at the TJ Corml Tiailltead located 1 m^e fmm the Visitor Center on 
the mad to the CiifF DweBlngs. wmr and vaylt Soffets^s available at trsHhead; 

Day Hike #1: L i^e Bear Canyon / Middle Forit toop 
Distance: 9 miles to rtver junction and back / or an 11 mHe ioop. £fevatfon gain: 030 feet. 
This is an excellent h ^ to get m feel for both the q:»en mesa tops and tight canyon bottoms in 
the Gifa River Valfey. At the first junction 0.25 m i l ^ from the TJ Cwral trailhead turn right. At 
the second jundion approximately 2.5 miles later continue siraight ahead. The traH drops down 
into an incfeasingly narrow drainage <LJttle Sear Canyon}. When the trail meets the Mtddte Fork 
trail e i th^ return the same way back to the TJ Corral or turn rtght for 6 mites and dozens of river 
crossings to the Middte Fork Trailhead near the Visitor C^ter. Finish the loop with a 1 mile 
rt^d hike back to the TJ C t ^ l 

Day Hike 1 ^ : Stock Bypass tof^ 
Distance: 4.5 miles. Elevation gain; 210 feet. 
V^ile or^inaily used to keep horses and other stock cmt of the N a ^ a i Monument and off the 
road, this trail ateo provkles an opportunity for hikers to get off the canyon bottom, At the first 
junction 0.25 mites from the TJ Corral tiBWhead continue straight ahead. Cross the large dry 
wash (Adobe Canyon), turn left just inside the wooden wikjerness boundary fence and follow the 
trail 2.8 miles to the next junction. Turn left onto ^ e West Fork Trail and Mow H for 0.5 m j l ^ to 
the Cliff Dwellings lurking bt. Finish the k>op with a 1 mile road hike back to the TJ Corml. 

Day Hike #3: West Fork Loop 
Distance: 11 miles. Etevitiofi gain: 1 «300leet 
For hikers who want more challenge and variety, this hike allows a c c ^ to the ridge-tops 
b^ween the Mkidle and West Forks of the Gila River. At the first junction 0.25 miles from ttie TJ 
Corral trailhsad turn right At the second Junction apprc^dmatoly 2 miles later turn left towards 
The Meadows. This 4 mile section of the trail has frequent scenic views. Turn left at the next 
junction fw a steep, 3 mile decent Into t l ^ West Fork. Turn left onto the West Fork tmil and 
foSow it for 2 mOes and 2 river crossings to the CNff Dwetlir^s parking tot. Finish the toop with a 
1 mile road hike back to ^ e TJ Corral. 
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Day Hike Mi EE Canyon Loop 
Distance: 8 miles. E l e ^ o t i gain: 970 lieet. 
Begin at the Woody's Corral Trailhead boated 1 mile from the Visitor Center on ^ e road to the 
Cliff Dwellings. Water and vault toiled are available, Encount^ rocky mitcrops. ji^oramic 
views, and ponderosa pine ^rest on this trail A moderate dimb leads to the top of a ridge 
s^aratlng t i e West Fork and Little Creek. At the first JuncHwi 3,3 mites from the Wood/s 
COHB! trailhead turn right and foltow flie traa on the ridge for ano^jer 0 J mite. At the next 
junction turn right to descend through EE Canyon for 2 miles. Turn right onto the West Fori? trail 
and follow ft for 1 mile and 1 river crossing to the Cliff Dwellings pariking lot, Fintsh the loop 
a 1 mile road hike back to Woody's Corral. Or follow the trail along the West Fork with 3 
additional rivef crG î̂ rngs. 

Day Hike #$:Uttie Creek 
[Stance: approximalely 3 mHes round-trip. Elevatloii gain: thirty 
Th^ easy trail along a tnbutary of die Gila i^ver m not a Forest Service system trail and is not 
maintain^. Drive 2.6 m l ^ south of the V^itor Center on Hvt^ 15 and park In a small pullout 
just past Little Creek (s^ned) on t f^ right Begin your hike upstream on a welt virt>m path along 
the bank of Little Creek located at the right end of the pullout near a large rock calm. The trail 
ramsdns on the teff side of the creek for approxbnately one mile bef^e the first crossing. 
Exptore the canyon for approximately 0.25 miles more tjy crossing the usually low-l1ovwr>g water 
several times, then return the same way. 
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